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September 2013 Green Wyvern Newsletter
Dear Green Wyverns,

After months of planning and anticipation the Summer Cruise has come and gone. Obviously everyone will have their own personal highlights from any cruise. The weather was much kinder to us than in previous years, plenty of sunshine, only a passing shower, generally good winds, sometimes a little lighter than we might have liked and a couple of days when reefing was needed.

Obviously from our point of view, we are always pleased when the cruising has passed reasonably uneventfully without too much damage to people or yachts and everyone ends their week planning next year’s sailing. This year, we introduced ‘feed back’ forms; one fourteen year old, in answer to the ‘What would have improved your experience?’ question was ‘if I had sailed two weeks’. This was followed by an email from an octogenarian saying:

‘I very much enjoyed the weeks I sailed even if they were very different than the originals and I found them quite tiring.   Please book me now for every week next year!’

RYA INSPECTION 2013 - FULLY COMPLIANT – NO ACTION PLAN REQUIRED

Of course in four weeks of sailing there are many highlights, lots of lovely sails, especially on Hickling and tacking through Breydon Bridge – great after you had done it! But a highlight was the Annual RYA inspection when the Inspector Mark Elson told our Chief Instructor Mark Wells that the Green Wyvern was a fully compliant RYA Training Centre and there would be no need for any action plan.  Mark Elson also requested permission for the RYA to use our Operating Procedures as an exemplar to other clubs with RYA status – what an accolade! This reflects all the hard work put in by Pip Thompson, Mark Wells and many others in collating our Operating Procedures. Mark ensures that the Operating Procedures are kept up-to-date, reflecting changing RYA requirements and provides copies for every yacht during our training weeks as well as chasing endless paperwork. 

Week 1 (Saturday 20th – Saturday 27th July) started at Cantley and included a beautiful sail across Breydon Water, followed by an interesting tack through the bridge and a safe, entirely traditional, passage through Yarmouth. There were four boats, Puck, Shruff, Modwena and Force Four. Nick Vowles did an excellent job as a first time Senior Instructor, supported by Jonathan Winterton as Commodore of the Week. Places visited were Buckenham, Somerleyton, Burgh St Peter, Oulton Broad, The Dutch Tea Gardens, a night in Yarmouth – complete with fish and chips which always taste so much better out of the paper, Thurne, Ludham, St Benet’s, Ranworth for the BBQ and Salhouse for ice-cream and the week ended at Hoveton, Wroxham. Two quotes of the week were ‘shooting the bridge’ was translated into ‘destroying the bridge’ by Baptiste Leurent and Bill Bacon described the week as ‘surprisingly uneventful”.
Week 2 (Saturday 27th July – Saturday 3rd August) began at Hoveton, Wroxham, with boats Shruff, Modwena, Force Four and Insh’Allah. We went to Horning, Ranworth for the very successful RYA Inspection, Johnson Street, Sutton, Stalham, Thurne, where Shruff left without the mate but managed to retrieve him!,  Hunter’s Yard at Ludham, Hickling for the BBQ, Potter Heigham and we finished the week at Acle Bridge.  Another week of good sunshine and sailing.
Week 3 (Saturday 3rd – Saturday 10th August) Commodore of the Week, Mark Thorne led a fleet of seven yachts Puck, Shruff, Modwena, Insha’allah, Force Four, Silver Arrow and Sparklet from Acle Bridge. Andy Garnham was Senior Instructor and he was ably assisted by Martin Rodford. We went to Potter Heigham, Hickling, Horsey, West Somerton, Thurne, Hunter’s Yard at Ludham, Ludham Bridge, Gay’s Staithe for a huge BBQ, Sutton and to Stalham. The highlights of the week – superb sailing on Hickling, as well as the sail into and out of West Somerton and barely any tacking all week. At Stalham we were joined by Farthing – no mean feat mooring eight yachts at Stalham.
Week 4 (Saturday 10th – Friday 16th August) The final week began at Stalham with five club boats, Puck, Modwena Insha’allah Silver Arrow Sparklet and Force Four and Farthing sailing ‘in company’. The Commodore of the week was Trevor Potter and the Senior Instructor was Mark Cassidy. Places visited were Barton Broad, Sutton Staithe, St Benets, Hunter’s Yard Ludham, Potter Heigham (twice) Thurne, Stokesby, Berney, Cantley, and finally to Somerleyton, ready for the Round the Island Race that took place on Saturday 17th August.

Thank you to everyone who sailed with us this year. We hope that you enjoyed your sailing and that you are looking forward to sailing with us next year. 

Evaluation Forms

This year we have introduced evaluation forms for the club cruise weeks. I have received lots of forms back and your feedback is very useful for us so that we can continue to improve. If you did not complete a form at the time but you wish to do so, just we can email one to you.

The Cecil Howard Race 

The race takes place on the morning of Sunday 8th September, from Cantley to Coldham Hall. Many boats meet on the previous Saturday evening. Please contact the pub directly (01493 701 099) if you wish to eat there.

De - Rigging Party (Cantley) – Saturday 2nd November 2013 

This will be held at The Reedcutter Inn , Cantley Saturday 2013 from 7.00p.m.  More details to follow.

AGM Sunday 3rd November 2013 – The Reedcutter Inn Cantley at 10.00a.m. More details to follow.

Green Wyvern Magazine

Peter Lowes is hoping to publish the next edition in the Autumn so your articles to him as soon as possible please at theorganmouse@hotmail.com.

Competition for First Time Green Wyvern Sailors.

Please write a short article – ‘My First Green Wyvern Week’.  The winner will receive a book token and their winning article will be published in the Green Wyvern magazine. It will also be circulated to next year’s first timers to give them an idea of what to expect when they sail on a Green Wyvern week.  

Some numbers from the Easter and Summer cruising
1 – person  achieved RYA Day Sailing qualification

1 – new Skipper

2 – people completed their first week as First Mate

3 – new First Mates

4 – new Mates






4 – new M2/3s




5 – club training weeks 





5 – people  achieved RYA Level 3


7 – yachts 






11 – new club members




15 – First Timers





17 – people achieved RYA Level 2


18 – people  achieved RYA level 1



23 – boat weeks 


65 – people sailed with the club this year some of whom sailed for two weeks or more. 

Best wishes
Jonathan Winterton



Rosemary Winterton

Secretary





Sailing Secretary
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